
WJEC 2014 Online Exam Review

GCSE Home Economics Textiles 4311-01

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 391 1.8 0.9 3 59.5 100
2 391 1.8 1 3 61.3 100
3 388 4 1.6 6 66.9 99.2
4 377 3.1 1.8 6 51.3 96.4
5 391 6.6 2.4 12 55.1 100
6 390 9.4 2.3 14 66.8 99.7
7 390 6.5 3.3 14 46.5 99.7
8 384 5.2 2.6 12 43 98.2
9 362 3.6 1.9 10 36.4 92.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Examiner

only
	 (c)	 Discuss the popularity of sports bags/holdalls for everyday use and as a fashion 

accessory.	 [5]
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Sticky Note
This is a fairly good response that illustrates some understanding of the popularity of sports bags/holdalls.  There is good attempt to discuss the versatility of sports bags for practical use and as a fashion accessory.
To access the higher mark the candidate should have referred to the popularity of sport in todays society, the influence of fashion designers and celebrities.





Sticky Note
A good response illustrating some understanding of the popularity of sports bags and holdalls.  A good attempt to discuss the sporty image culture linked to the fashion industry and the influence of fashion designers and celebrities.
To access the higher mark the candidate should have referred to the use of sports bags as a status symbol and as a fashion accessory to be worn with various outfits.

evansk
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by evansk





Sticky Note
An acceptable response which shows some understanding of the popularity of sports bags/holdalls. A good attempt made to discuss the functional uses of sports bags and the influence of fashion designers, brand names and celebrities.
An extended response would include a wider range of reasons why sports bags are used as a fashion accessory in today's society.
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	 (c)	 Quilted fabric is widely used in fashion and household items.
Discuss its uses giving relevant examples.	 [6]
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Sticky Note
This response shows limited understanding of the the uses of quilted fabrics.  An attempt is made to discuss the comfort and decorative effects of quilting in the home but with limited examples.
Limited discussion into the use of personal quilted items of clothing and accessories. To access higher marks, the candidate should have expanded on the many uses of quilted fabric giving relevant examples relating to both fashion and the home.





Sticky Note
This response shows some understanding of the use of quilted fabric. An attempt made to discuss the uses of quilted items in the home in relation to  warmth, comfort, style and decorative features.
An extended response would include a wider range of uses for quilted items of clothing and accessories with a variety of relevant examples.






Sticky Note
This response shows some understanding of the use of quilted fabric particularly in the home. Several relevant points have been mentioned but in order to access a higher mark a more in depth response is needed with wider range of uses for quilted items of clothing and accessories.
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9. Either,	 (a)	 Denim is a highly fashionable fabric.

			 Discuss how this traditional workwear fabric has changed its image.	 [10]

Or,	 (b)	 Stretch fabrics containing lycra are used extensively for modern clothing and 
household items.

Discuss the uses and success of lycra fibre.	 [10]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.









Sticky Note
This response shows an awareness of the history and the image of denim. An attempt has been made to discuss the reasons why denim was used as a traditional workwear fabric, but no reference made to the construction or of the original colour. Limited discussion as to why denim is a fashionable fabric today.
An extended response would include reference to new denim trends, denim accessories, items of denim clothing for both male and female of all ages with further discussion into the popularity of denim in the home.













Sticky Note
An excellent response showing thorough understanding of the question.     
The response addresses several relevant factors with appropriate in depth discussion and a good use of terminology. 
Very good knowledge of the historical/ traditional aspects of denim. Appropriate discussion with well reasoned, mature viewpoints and relevant examples of the modern day image of denim and the reasons why it is such a popular fashion fabric. 









Sticky Note
A good response illustrating some understanding of the history and image of denim. An attempt has been made to discuss the reasons why denim is so popular with relevant examples given of todays fashions.
An extended response would include reference to new denim trends, denim accessories, items of denim clothing for both male and female of all ages with further discussion into the popularity of denim in the home.
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6. (c) Award 0-2 marks [5] 
 Candidates will show a basic grasp of the topic, but their response will lack  
 knowledge and understanding. A basic discussion on the reasons why 


designer bags are so popular.  
 Little or no use of specialist information or examples. 
 
 Award 3-4 marks 
 Candidates will show some understanding of the issues relating to the 


popularity of designer bags and are able to discuss the reasons giving some 
relevant examples.  


 Writing is structured to communicate clearly and contains relatively few 
errors. Sensible viewpoints made. 


 
 Award 5 marks 
 Candidates will show a clear understanding of the issues relating to the 


popularity of designer bags. 
 Candidates discuss and evaluate in detail the main reasons giving relevant 


examples. 
 Writing is well structured to communicate clearly. Specialist vocabulary is 


used appropriately. Well reasoned and mature viewpoints. 
 
  Likely answers may include: 


 


 Make a fashion statement 


 A status symbol 


 To feel important 


 Can help make/break an outfit 


 Can add to the overall appearance of the outfit 


 Functional uses/general, e.g. carrying money, etc. 


 Styles available for male and female 


 Functional uses, e.g. sport 


 Protection of personal items from the elements 


 Carrying such bags projects an air of confidence 


 Holding personal items, e.g. mobile phones 


 Holding items needed for work, e.g. lap tops 


 To show off to your peers 


 To imitate celebrities 


 To co-ordinate with other accessories, e.g. shoes 
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7. (c) Award 0-2 marks [6] 
  Candidates will show basic knowledge of the quilting technique. 
 A basic discussion on the uses of quilting. 
 No mention of the layering of fabrics and the benefits of this process. 
 No relevant examples given. 
 Limited knowledge of the uses of quilted items of clothing and household 


items. 
 Little or no use of specialist terms. 
 
 Award 3-5 marks 
 Candidates will show some understanding of the quilting technique, giving 


reasons why layers of fabric are joined together and the benefits of this 
process in relation to the examples chosen. 


 Some knowledge of the uses of quilted items of clothing and household items 
with relevant examples given. 


 Writing is structured to communicate meaning and contains few errors. 
 
 Award 6 marks 
 Candidates will show a clear understanding of the quilting technique together 


with sound reasoning of the advantages of this technique and why it is used. 
Sound awareness of the uses of quilting in fashion and household items with 
relevant examples discussed in detail. 


 Writing is well structured to communicate clearly. Specialist vocabulary is 
used appropriately. 


 
  Likely answers may include: 
 


 Quilted fashionable items of clothing are very useful in the winter because 
they are very warm and lightweight 


 Quilted coats and anoraks are light and cosy to wear 


 Gilets/waistcoats provide warmth without the bulk of sleeves 


 Quilted hats/ear muffs/gloves provide extra heat and protection 


 Quilted shoes/boots/bags are used as a fashion statement 


 Quilted items of clothing are useful for the elderly giving extra warmth,  
e.g. - bed clothes and slippers 


 Quilted items are very fashionable - used as a fashion statement 


 Very useful for baby clothes - soft/cosy and lightweight 


 Quilted items of clothing can be re-cycled easily 


 Quilted jackets/coats may be waterproof - top layer would be waterproof 


 Quilted items of clothing used for various sports clothes, e.g. ski-wear 
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9. (a) Award 0-3 marks [10] 
 Candidates will show a basic grasp of the topic, but their response will lack 


basic knowledge and understanding. 
 A basic discussion into the history of denim and how it is manufactured. 
 Little or no use of appropriate terminology with basic communication skills. 
 
 Award 4-7 marks 
 Candidates will show some understanding of the issues and principles 


involved. 
 An attempt made to discuss the history of denim, how it is manufactured and 


how it has become a leading fashion fabric. Some examples given. 
 Some use of appropriate terminology.  Writing is structured to communicate 


meaning and contains few errors. 
 
 Award 8-10 marks 
 Candidates will show a clear understanding of the topic with specific 


examples to support their discussion. 
 Candidates will discuss in some detail the history of denim, how it is 


manufactured and how it has become leading international fashion fabric.  
Relative examples given where possible.  


 Specialist vocabulary used appropriately. Writing is well structured to 
communicate clearly with reasoned and mature viewpoints. 
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9. (a) Likely answers may include: 
(cont.) 
 Analysis of the statement – the history and image of denim. 
 


 Where did the name Denim come from?  
The name comes from a sturdy fabric called serge, originally made in 
Nimes in France.  It was originally called serge de Nimes, but then 
shortened 


 What was denim first used for? 
Denim was originally used by the workers.  They wore denim clothes 
because of its durability. It was extremely strong and didn’t wear out easily 


 What exactly is Denim and how is it made? 
Denim is a rugged cotton twill textile, in which the weft passes under two 
warp fibres.  This produces the familiar diagonal ribbing on the reverse of 
the fabric.  It is a twill weave woven fabric that uses different colours for 
the warp and the weft.  One colour is stronger on the right side of the 
fabric 


  Historical aspect of Denim 


 1800’s - American gold miners wanted clothes that were strong and did 
not tear easily.  A man called Levi Strauss started supplying clothes to the 
miners and the overalls/jeans were created.  The brand name is still 
famous today 


 1930’s - Cowboys wore jeans in the movies 


 1940’s - Jeans were worn as casual clothing - Wrangler and Lee jeans 
began to compete with Levi 


 1950’s - Denim became very popular with young people 


 1960’s and 1970’s - Sixties fashion took off and different styles of jeans 
emerged - embroidered jeans, painted jeans, psychedelic jeans, flared 
jeans 


 1980’s - Jeans became high fashion.  Famous fashion designers started 
making jeans with their own labels, e.g. Gucci 
Anyone who was anyone had to own a pair of jeans 
Denim jackets were made to match 
Denim was taking the fashion industry by storm 


 1990’s - Sportswear became popular 


 2000 to present day - Jeans made a huge come back on the catwalk and 
back in fashion 
Jeans today are the most worn item of clothing  
Denim is used for other items of clothing, e.g. dresses, skirts, shirts, 
coats, etc. 
New denim trends come out every year - e.g. faded denim 
Lycra can be added to denim to make it stretchy 
Denim is popular with both male and female - all ages 
Children and toddlers are also dressed in denim 
Teenagers consider it cool to wear denim 
Denim is popular for all accessories, hats, bags, shoes, etc. 
Denim is also used in the home, e.g. cushions, seat covers, blinds, etc. 
Denim also lends itself to creative embroidery, beadwork, etc. 
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(b) Award 0-3 marks [10] 


 Candidates will show a basic grasp of the topic, but their response will lack 
basic knowledge and understanding. 


 A basic discussion into the importance of lycra and its properties and uses. 
 Little or no use of appropriate terminology and only basic communication 


skills. 
 
 Award 4-7 marks 
 Candidates will show some understanding of the issues and principles 


involved. 
 An attempt made to discuss the importance of lycra and its properties and 


uses.  Some examples given.   
 Some use of appropriate terminology.  Writing is structured to communicate 


meaning with few errors. 
 
 Award 8-10 marks 
 Candidates will show a clear understanding of the topic with specific 


examples to support their discussion. 
 Candidates will discuss in some detail the importance of lycra and its 


properties and uses in relation to fashion items.  Relative examples and 
generic names given.   


 Specialist vocabulary is used appropriately.  Writing is well structured to 
communicate clearly with well reasoned and mature viewpoints. 
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9. (b) Likely answers will include: [10] 
(cont.)  
 Lycra was invented in the 1950’s and: 
 


 Is a synthetic fibre known for its exceptional elasticity - it stretches to 
several times its original size but retains its shape 


 Is an elastic fibre sometimes referred to as elastane or spanzelle 


 Is a man-made thread made by Dupont 


 Is sometimes referred to as a ‘smart’ fibre 


 Is a very strong fibre 


 Is always used in a blend with other fibres 


 Can be - wrapped/covered with another thread, another thread is spun 
around the lycra thread, interlaced with another thread 


 
 For clothing, lycra is usually mixed with cotton or polyester and accounts for a 


small percentage of the final fabric. 
 
 Garments made with lycra are: 


 More comfortable and breathable - allows the wearer to move around 
comfortably 


 More lightweight - ideal for sportswear 


 Quick drying - suitable for swimwear, ideal for holiday wear 


 Dyes well with other fibres, e.g. cotton, polyester, nylon 


 Resistant to bacteria, UV rays and chlorine 


 Static cling and pilling are reduced in garments 


 May be woven or knitted into fabrics 


 Combines well with natural and synthetic fibres 


 Very suitable for sportswear - hats, wet suits, ski pants, etc. 


 Body hugging - gives more flexibility 


 Suitable for leggings, tights, socks, etc. - stretches to fit 


 Water hating 


 Unaffected by sunlight - holiday wear 


 Resilient - stretches back to the original shape 


 Gives extra support, e.g. underwear, foundation garments 


 Flexible fit - trainers 


 Helps knitwear to retain its shape and resist bagging 


 As well as clothing, lycra is used in the home and in industry, e.g. stretch 
seat covers, bedding, car covers, etc. 
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